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SANLiC 2017 Conference
Coastlands Hotel, Umhlanga, Durban, South Africa

23 – 25 May 2017

Introduction

SANLiC, in partnership with USAf (Universities South Africa) will utilize this conference to explore how other
university and sciences systems are moving towards open access models and to consider what strategy
implications for dealing with the funding crisis in relation to digital collections. SANLiC and USAf will host a
closed preconference workshop on Monday 22 May for member decision makers with confirmed keynote
speaker, Dr Ralf Schimmer.

The conference will also be an opportunity to familiarise delegates with vendor offerings and to begin to plan
digital collections for 2018 and beyond.

Registration, with early bird options (up to 30 April 2017) and special conference accommodation rates is now
open online via the Conference section of the SANLiC website.

Theme: Disruption in the Library, the Laboratory, the Classroom …

The global struggle for access to material and intellectual resources for the production of knowledge is
intensifying. Consequently, the open access movement, embodied in initiatives like Open Access 2020 and
SPARC, is gaining momentum over the subscription model as the benefits to society of opening access to
research outputs and educational materials become increasingly self-evident. Increasingly, research and
academic institutions, whether by choice or force of circumstance, are walking away from publisher deals
based on the subscription model.

Against this backdrop, the South African Higher Education sector is in crisis and disruption. The South African
bill of rights in the South African Constitution (1996) states that everyone has the right to further education,
which the state, through reasonable measures, must make progressively available and accessible. Instead, the
opposite is happening due to progressive under-funding by the state and global forces including increased
inflation. The reality is that higher education and the production of knowledge is becoming progressively
unavailable and inaccessible.

While the sector strives to get back on track, this conference will assist library and information practitioners to
make sense of developments, hone skills and develop strategies to deal with the disruption.

Format
The conference will include:

• Plenary sessions

• Workshops

• Exhibitions

• Networking opportunities

• Closed strategy and feedback sessions

Who should attend?

• Library directors

• Research decision makers

• Publishers and agents

• Library and information practitioners,
especially those working with
e-resources
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Confirmed Guest Speakers

Dr Ralf Schimmer, Head of Scientific Information Provision at the Max Planck Digital Library.
Dr Schimmer is responsible for the electronic resources licensing programme for the Max
Planck Society and for a broad range of Open Access and other information services. A
frequent co-organiser of the Berlin conferences on Open Access since 2003, he manages the
Open Access publication charge agreements of the Max Planck Society. Currently, he chairs
the Governing Council of SCOAP3, the Sponsoring Consortium for Open Access Publishing in
particle physics, and is project manager for ‘Open Access 2020’, the Max Planck-initiated
Open Access transformation initiative. He also serves on a variety of national and

international committees and is a frequent member of the library advisory boards of publishers.

Professor Ahmed Bawa is a theoretical physicist. He currently holds the position of Chief
Executive Officer of Universities South Africa (USAf). He has held numerous other leadership
positions including Vice-Chancellor and Principal of Durban University of Technology, and
Deputy Vice-Chancellor at the University of Natal and then at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.
He has served as the Program Officer for Higher Education in Africa with the Ford Foundation.
Ahmed Bawa holds a Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics from the University of Durham, in the UK. He
has published in the areas of high energy physics, nuclear physics, higher education studies,
science education and to some extent in the area of science and society. He served on a

number of policy development teams in the post-1994 period. He is Fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa
as well as the Academy of Science of South Africa. He also served as Chair of the Board of the Foundation for
Research Development and later on the Board of the National Research Foundation and was Vice-Chair of the

Board of the Atomic Energy Corporation. He serves on several international advisory boards.

Dr Adriana Marais, recently appointed Head of Innovation at SAP Africa, is a quantum
biophysicist, best known as one of the 100 Mars One Project astronaut candidates in the
running to move to the red planet in 2026. Dr Marias will share insights as a researcher,
inspire delegates and remind the conference why, despite the disruption, it is an exciting time
in the four billion year history of life on Earth to be alive! Adriana will speak at the gala dinner.

Professor Bernard Rentier was the Rector of the University of Liège from 2005 to 2014. He is a
virologist and immunologist by training and author of over 200 scientific publications focusing
on influenza, measles and chicken pox. He founded Enabling Open Scholarship (EOS) and is its
current president. EOS is an international association whose purpose is to persuade the
world’s rectors, vice-chancellors and university presidents of the benefits of OA, and to tutor
them in how best to achieve it. Prof. Bernard Rentier is described by OA guru Stevan Harnad
as is the first rector to fully grasp and fully act upon OA. He will be sharing his leadership
insights via a video conference link.

Mr Kamran Naim is Strategic Development Manager for the nonprofit publisher Annual
Reviews in Palo Alto, California, and is also a Doctoral Candidate and Research Lead at the
Stanford University Graduate School of Education. His interests span the breadth of scholarly
publishing from issues relating to access (particularly examining new models for open access),
accessibility, and usability of research information. He has worked extensively in the
developing world working to implement technical solutions to support capacity building
through broader access and visibility of research. At Annual Reviews, he works to advance the
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organization’s mission to support and advance research communities through a range of innovative programs
that seek to maximize the positive impact of science on humanity.

Louis van Niekerk is an attorney specialising in commercial law and a partner at Dorrington
Jessop Inc in Cape Town. He assists clients with a wide variety of commercial matters,
including company law, commercial agreements, non-profit law, Broad-Based Black Economic
Empowerment structures and consumer law. His clients have ranged from start-ups, non-
profits, schools and universities (both public and private) to small, medium and multinational
commercial enterprises. Louis enjoys the challenge of engaging with complex problems and
trying to find simple, effective solutions. His firm has a strong commitment to social

upliftment, conservation and education and assists many non-profit organisations operating in those sectors.
Louis has a passion for learning new things and believes that it is our duty to share our knowledge with others.

Draft Programme

Pre- conference day – Monday 22 May

• SANLiC / USAf closed workshop on strategy for dealing with the funding crisis in relation to digital
collections (12h00 – 17h00)

• Exhibitor setup day (from 14h00)

• Early registration – 17h00 to 19h00

No dinner arrangements planned.

Day One – Tuesday 23 May

Session Time Topic Possible Speakers

Registration 08h00 Registration
Opening 09:30 Welcome message from the SANLiC Board SANLiC Chairperson

09:45
USAf and open access

Dr. Ahmed Bawa
USAf CEO

10:00
The open access mandate at the University of Liège

Professor Bernard Rentier
(video conference)

10:20 Introducing Open Access 2020 Dr Ralf Schimmer

10:50 Exhibition open and thank sponsors SANLiC Chairperson

Tea 10:55 Tea Tea
Open Access
Policy

11:25 National Site Licensing from a DHET perspective To be confirmed

11:35 Open Access from a DST perspective To be confirmed

11:45 Open access in South Africa To be confirmed

12:05 Open Access, Open Science and Open Data
in South Africa

To be confirmed

12:25 Question time

Lunch 12:50 Lunch
Open Access
in SA

14:00 SCOAP3 update and the cost and benefits
for South Africa

Dr Ralf Schimmer

14:20 Open Access from the ASSAf perspective Ina Smith
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Session Time Topic Possible Speakers

14:40 Countering the Elsevier Mega-Journal by an
African Led Open Access Publishing Cooperative

Kamran Naim

Question time

Tea 15:15 Tea Tea
Open Access
in SA

15:00 Is Open Access good for Africa? To be confirmed

15:20 SPARC Africa and open access To be confirmed

15:40 Open Access Policy Panel discussion To be confirmed

16:20 Question time

Close 16:35

Dinner 18:30 Exhibition Buffet Dinner In Exhibition hall

Day Two – Wednesday 24 May

Session Time Topic Possible Speakers

Open
Access
2020

08:30 Open Access 2020 Dr Ralf Schimmer

Tea Break 09:45 Tea Break

Publishers 10:15 Publisher presentations Publishers

Tea Break 11:15 Tea Break

Licensing
and
Negotiation

11:45 Electronic Resource Licenses and SA Law Louis van Niekerk -
Dorrington Jessop Attorneys

12:05 Negotiation Skills To be confirmed

12:25 What do we need to build a successful knowledge
base?

Maretha Allwright (SEALS
Trust) and Dorette Snyman

12:45 South African Identity Federation and eduGAIN Guy Halse - SAFIRE, TENET

13:05 Question time

Lunch 13:20 Lunch

Publishers 14:30 Publisher presentations Publishers

Tea Break 15:30 Tea Break

Publishers 16:00 Publisher presentations Publishers

Close 17:00 Close

Gala Dinner 19:30 Guest speaker - Dr Adriana Marais, one of the 100
Mars One Project astronaut candidates

Dr Adriana Marais

Day Three – Thursday 25 May

Session Time Topic Possible Speakers
Promoting access
and use of library
resources

08:30 Making sense of usage data Maryna Van Den Heever
- Wits

08:50 Promoting Access and Use of Library Resources
in the Google Age

Kamran Naim

09:10 Open Access is ready for you. Are YOU
prepared?

Fiona Bester
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Session Time Topic Possible Speakers
09:30 Question time

Official Closure 09:45 Closing message SANLiC Chairperson

Tea Break 10:00 Tea Break

ConsortiaManager 10:15 ConsortiaManager and workflows
(SANLiC members only)

Nels Rune Jensen

Tea Break 11:30 Tea Break

Closed parallel
sessions

11:45 2018 Negotiation preparations
(SANLiC members only)

SANLiC

11:45 ConsortiaManager and workflows
(Vendors only)

Nels Rune Jensen

Lunch 13:00 Closing Lunch

Vendors workshop
13:45 SANLiC post conference workshop with

Vendors only
SANLiC


